
Jesus’ Love was Theme of the Second Annual Special Family Retreat! 
 

Fi�Leen families a�©ended the second annual DDM 
Special Family Retreat at Epworth by the Sea on St. 
Simons Island on June 9-12.  The Retreat, coordinated 
by Church and Community Services of DDM, provided 
a �Ÿme of relief, relaxa�Ÿon, inspira�Ÿon, educa�Ÿon, fun 
and fellowship for families who have children with 
special needs.  Churches and individuals provide 
sponsorships for families to a�©end.   
 
Volunteers from around the state cared for the 30 
young people in a�©endance.  Ages ranged from 1 year 
to 19 years old, and the majority of the children had 
disabili�Ÿes such as cerebral palsy, au�Ÿsm, and Down 

Syndrome.  Mary Frances Duren, a pioneer in Georgia in ministry to children with special needs, led a 
Vaca�Ÿon Bible School with cra�Ls, videos, and songs. 

 
The beau�Ÿful oak trees draped in Spanish moss at the 
retreat center added to the peaceful and relaxing 
atmosphere.  Parents who were overwhelmed with the 
responsibili�Ÿes of life and the challenges of doing their 
best for their children were able to enjoy some �Ÿme 
alone and rediscover themselves. 
Do�«e Adams of the Georgia Council on Developmental 
Disabili�Ÿes and Mitzi Pro�.�© of Parent-to-Parent of 
Georgia were among the workshop leaders who helped 
parents learn about resources available for their 
children.  Susie Purcell spoke with the parents and also 

the “typical” siblings of the children with disabili�Ÿes about their needs and feelings.   Workshop 
facilitators Varion and Denny Spear provided much-needed love, acceptance and support to the 
families. 
 

Many �Ÿmes parents of children with special needs face 
tremendous stress – �.nancially, spiritually, emo�Ÿonally, 
and physically.  They can feel isolated and even 
rejected.  One parent said, “It is almost impossible to 
�.nd a babysi�©er or even a family member who would 
be willing to take care of our kids so we can have a li�©le 
free �Ÿme.  Here at the retreat, the volunteers 
welcomed our children with open arms!” 
 
The retreat concluded with new friendships, tears of joy 
and renewed hope. Families and volunteers returned 
home refreshed and blessed by the rea�8rma�Ÿon of 
Jesus’ love for ALL of His children.  

         


