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New Worlds…

…in the Church, Home,                   & Community                                 for People with Disabilities


Church, Caregiver,                Teacher and Parent
Disabilities Ministries Conference

April 13-14, 2012
Life Skills Center of Wesley Glen Ministries, Macon, GA


Co-Sponsored 
By Developmental Disabilities Ministries     & Wesley Glen Ministries


OPENING NEW WORLDS

FRIDAY, APRIL 13

9:15 am – 1 pm		Registration, Exhibits, Bookstore & Coffee Shop 

10 am – 12 pm		Pre-Conference:   Understanding Autism 
					By Gail Wilkins & Donna Andrews
This session will address the definition of autism, the characteristics of autism, the facts about autism, and the myths surrounding autism.

12 pm – 1 pm		Pre-Conference Lunch

1 pm – 1:30 pm		Opening Session: 
				Welcome and Prayer
					By Dr. William Oliver and Dr. William Neal
				Conference Overview 
				
1:45 pm – 3:15 pm	Workshop Session A

	1.  Spiritual Concepts for People with Autism
		By Gail Wilkins
Explaining spiritual and theological concepts in such a way that persons with autism and other developmental disabilities can understand them can be difficult.  This session will focus on using the strengths and interests of these individuals to make understanding these concepts easier and more meaningful.  Participants will be given specific strategies for making this possible. Examples will be shared.

	2.  Special InDeed:  Developing and Sustaining a Model for a Special 			Needs Ministry within Your Church					 
		By Denel James

	3.  Understanding and Managing Behaviors  								By Carlton McDaniel
Understanding, preventing, and replacing persistent behaviors – environment sets the stage!  Providing an organized routine and making sure children feel valued and safe.  Great workshop for church teachers (such as Sunday School, Vacation Bible School) and also for parents.

	4.  Healthy Sibling/Family Relationships 
		By Donna Andrews	
Having a child with a disability can be extremely taxing on a family. Often families get so locked into focusing only on the disability that other aspects of the family are ignored, such as the personalities and needs of the siblings, being together as a whole, and sharing joy and each other’s achievements. This workshop will offer healthy activities for families to participate in with all of their children, focusing on the family unit as a whole, rather than just on the disability.

3:15 pm to 3:45 pm	Break Time, Exhibits, Bookstore & Coffee Shop 

3:45 pm - 5:15 pm	Workshop Session B

	5.  Health Issues for People with Developmental Disabilities
		By Deb Leamon, R.N. 
A discussion of aging issues for adults with developmental disabilities such as medication and common health and communication challenges.  
	
	6.  Navigating the State System
		TBA

	7.  Respite Care Ministry Toolbox
		By Jacquelyn McDaniel 
Are you interested in starting a ministry at your church for individuals with disabilities?  Not sure where to begin?  Join this interactive session to learn more about all aspects of beginning a successful respite care program including:  practical advice, theme and craft ideas, how to find participants, volunteer recruiting and training and inspiring stories from volunteers and families involved with respite care.  Based on the successful Sidekicks Respite program, you are sure to be inspired and leave with the tools you need to get started!

	8.  Planning for the Future for your Dependent with Special 				Needs
		By Jonathan A. Alderman and Joe Claxton
Attorney provides legal information on the “why and how” of setting up special needs trusts for people with disabilities.
	
	
Exhibits, Bookstore, Coffee shop, Networking and Fellowship

6 pm		BANQUET	
		The Miracles Choir
		Testimony by Dr. Edwin “Buddy” Cooper 
		Special Needs Teacher of the Year Award
		 
	
					SATURDAY, APRIL 14

8:15 am			Exhibits, Bookstore, Coffee Shop 
9 a.m.			Devotional 
				TBA
		
9:15 am – 10:45 am	Workshop Session C	
				Repeat of Day 1, Session A

10:45 am 			Break, Exhibits, Bookstore, Coffee Shop

11 am – 12:30 pm	Workshop Session D
				Repeat of Day 1, Session B

12:30 pm - 1:15 pm	Lunch & Closing Session

*********************************************************

Meet the Sponsors and Workshop Leaders

 Gail Wilkins has over 37 years in the field of special education as a teacher, administrator, and consultant. She wrote and implemented the system change procedures for the Bartow County School System which led to the inclusion of students with disabilities in the general education classroom.  She wrote and implemented Project Winning Team, and inclusion project, while employed as Director of Student Support Services at the Georgia Department of Education. She worked with Project Wins, another inclusion project through the Governor’s Council on Developmental Disabilities, while employed at Kennesaw State University.  In 2004 she was awarded Project Wins’ Lifetime Achievement Award for her work in inclusive education.  Upon her retirement from public education in 2004, she formed Gail Wilkins Educational Consulting and currently works with school systems and GLRS in several areas of the state. Most recently, Gail developed and is implementing a portion of the state’s LRE Grant dealing with the inclusion of students with the most severe cognitive disabilities. Gail’s husband was a Baptist minister for 34 years.  She has written articles for Lifeway publications including Special Education Leadership, Home Life, and The Deacon Magazine. Gail is pleased to be a new grandmother “Mimi” to Carder Elizabeth Brock. 








Denel James is Minister of Children at Griffin First Baptist Church where she has implemented various ministry elements serving special needs students.  Her years of experience in public education teaching and developing special needs curriculum have resulted in several creative methods and uniquely designed curriculums including “Journey” and other useful guides.  Denel has a master's degree in special education from West Georgia State University. She and her husband, Dennis, have three children. Denel is very active in community affairs, serving as president of Griffin Ballet Theatre, president of Carver Road Middle School Council, and a member of both the Griffin Downtown Council and the Griffin Area Resource Center Board. Her interest in DDM has been influenced by her brother who has special needs.



Carlton McDaniel’s ministry calling stretches back 16 years when he began facilitating conferences focused on churches (of the Baptist State Convention of NC) becoming places where all families can worship. Carlton McDaniel is a Masters of Divinity degree holder and alumnus of the Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary. His role with LifeWay and in his own organization, Able to Serve, provide opportunity for him and his wife Cindy to teach at camps, retreats and other events designed for the “special needs” community.  Carlton and Cindy are parents of a young son.  


As a young student in metro Atlanta, Jacqueline’s passion for working with people with special needs was ignited at church.   As a student studying Early Childhood & Special Education at North Georgia College & State University, she founded a special needs ministry at the Baptist Collegiate Ministries in Dahlonega that grew into Sidekicks, which now serves over 70 children and adults with special needs at monthly respite events.  Jacqueline taught elementary special education for six years and earned her Master of Arts in Special Education at Piedmont College.  She now focuses full-time on special needs outreach, founding ConnectAbility, a non-profit outreach for families affected by disability in five counties.  She also serves as executive director of Zachariah’s Way respite development ministry.  She and her husband James are expecting their first child.





Dr. William Neal has served as President/CEO of Developmental Disabilities Ministries since July 1, 2007.   Dr. Neal previously served as Development Director for DDM.  Prior to joining the DDM staff, Dr. Neal served as Editor of The Christian Index, Director of the Department of Student Work for the Georgia Baptist Convention, Associate Editor of The Christian Index, and Campus Minister at Columbus College. He won numerous awards from the Baptist Communicators Association during his time with The Christian Index.  Neal is a graduate of Columbus College, in his hometown, and Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, where he earned both a Master's degree and a Doctor of Ministry degree.  Dr. and Mrs. Neal reside in Stone Mountain and are members of Decatur First Baptist Church. They have a grown daughter and four grandchildren.




	Deborah Leamon, R.N. , B.S.N. is DDM’s staff nurse.  She holds a Diploma from Piedmont Hospital School of Nursing and a B.S. degree in Nursing from Medical College of GA.   She has 33 years of clinical experience at Piedmont Hospital.  Deb and her husband Gary live in Lilburn and are active members of Smoke Rise Baptist Church of Stone Mountain.  They have two grown children and two grandchildren.  Hobbies and activities include oil painting, choir membership, and leader of Honduras mission trips.  She has a heart for people with special needs, particularly because of her nephew Matthew, who has Angelman Syndrome. 


[image: ]William W. Oliver, Jr. is President/CEO of Wesley Glen Ministries, a position he has held since June 2003.  A native of Valdosta, Georgia, Dr. Oliver holds a B.B.A. from the University of Georgia, a M. Div. from Emory University, and a D. Min. from the San Francisco Theological Seminary.
As a United Methodist Minister his pastorates in the South Georgia Conference have been in Valdosta, Hahira, Macon, Statesboro, Bainbridge, Tifton, and Macon.  Dr. Oliver has served on numerous boards and agencies, including:  Board of Ordained Ministry; Board of Missions; Council on Finance and Administration; Georgia United Methodist Communications Council; President of Genesis Board of Directors, Emeritus Trustee Wesleyan College; Conference Board of Pensions.  Civic activities include Board of Directors, Georgia State Golf Association; Board of Directors, Goodwill Industries of Middle Georgia, Inc.; Leadership Georgia; Sr. Active in Macon Rotary Club; Leadership Macon, Leadership Tifton, Paul Harris Fellow, Life Loyal Sig; Idle Hour Country Club.  He is married to former Patricia Davis of Macon, a retired elementary school teacher.  The Oliver’s have two children and four grandchildren.  Dr. Oliver is the author of the book Take a Mulligan- the Old Course.





[image: dandrews]Dr. Donna Andrews is a Professor of Special Education at Piedmont College. She has over 30 years of experience working with students, teachers, and parents of individuals with disabilities state-wide. She holds an A.S. in Education from Young Harris College, a B.S. in Special Education from North Georgia College and State University, and a M.Ed. and Ph.D. in Special Education from Georgia State University. In addition to being a professor, Dr. Andrews consults with teachers and families of children with Autism Spectrum Disorders throughout the state.


[image: ]Rev. Edwin Marshall Cooper, Jr., is senior minister of St. Paul United Methodist Church of Columbus, GA.  He holds an A.S. degree in Industrial Engineering from Middle Georgia College, a B. S. in Mathematics Education from Georgia Southern University, and a Master of Divinity degree from Emory University Candler School of Theology.  His is chairman of the Wesley Glen Ministries board of trustees.  His hobbies include golf and writing.  His books include:  Thirty One Days in the Holy Land; Becoming Ancestors; When You Have the Final Word:  The Art of the Eulogy, The Titanic Syndrome:  Don’t Panic:  Quiet Desperation is Sufficient, and The End of Things:  Life’s Final Acts.  



[image: ]Jonathan A. Alderman, a native of Evansville, Indiana, was raised in Cochran, Georgia. He received an Associate of Science degree at Middle Georgia College in 1981 and a Bachelor of Arts in Political Science, summa cum laude, at the University of Georgia in 1983, where he was inducted into Phi Beta Kappa. He earned his Juris Doctor, cum laude, at the University of Georgia in 1986. He has been a member of the State Bar of Georgia and the Macon Bar since 1986.
Mr. Alderman’s areas of practice include estate planning, preparation of wills, trusts, contracts, and prenuptial agreements, real estate transactions, adoptions, incorporations, small business advice, and general representation of charitable entities. He also is experienced in litigation in the areas of personal injury, insurance defense, commercial/contract, and real estate.
Mr. Alderman is married to the former Amy Holland of Dexter, Georgia. His community activities include: Macon Rotary Club, First Choice Primary Care, Goodwill Industries of Middle Georgia, Macon Heritage Foundation, Good Vocations, Middle Georgia Soccer Association, First Baptist Church of Christ, Museum of Arts & Sciences, and Wesley Glen Ministries.





[image: Joseph Claxton]
Professor Joseph E. Claxton is a Georgia native.  He graduated from Oxford College of Emory University and the Duke University School of Law.  He served in the U.S. Army Reserve.  Professor Claxton is a member of the State Bar of Georgia.  After a brief stint in an Atlanta law firm, he joined the faculty of the Mercer University School of Law.   He has been at Mercer for 37 years and holds the rank of professor of law.   While at Mercer, Professor Claxton has taught 19 different courses and has held four administrative posts.  He has written 28 widely read academic publications in areas including agency, business associations, criminal law, commercial law, and legal history.  Professor Claxton has served a term on the Formal Advisory Opinion Board (Ethics) of the State Bar of Georgia and a term on the Macon Police and Firefighter Disciplinary Review Board.  For the last 15 years he has been a trustee of the Georgia Legal History Foundation. He served for 13 years as the associate editor of The Journal of Southern Legal History.  He recently completed his second term as an officer of the Middle Georgia Phi Beta Kappa Alumni Chapter and is a past member of the William Augustus Bootle Inn of Court.  Professor Claxton currently serves on the Board of Directors of the Wesley Glen Foundation and also sits on the Board of Trustees of Mount de Sales Academy.  He and his wife Jane have a son who lives at Wesley Glen Ministries.  Jane is a retired teacher and guidance counselor from Mount de Sales Academy. 
 

 


Registration – Opening New Worlds
April 13-14, 2012

Churches – save money by becoming a Conference sponsor!  For every $100 gift, two church representatives may attend free, and additional church members may also register for only $50 per person. * 

Name(s)____________________________________________________________________

*Church Name, if sponsored_________________________________________________

Address_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

Email____________________________________  	Phone__________________ 

Fees:
Full registration includes pre-conference,all workshops, banquet, Friday and Saturday lunches, and breaks - $75 per person (unless sponsored by a church)
$75 x ____ registrants = $_________

*_____Church sponsorship (includes two free registrations) - $100

Pre-conference only on Friday morning - $25 per person
$25 x ____registrants = $________

Banquet only on Friday evening - $15 per person
$15 x ____registrants = $________

Total payment $__________

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Registration Payment Information

Total amount $_________
Make checks payable to DDM Opening New Worlds Conference
Or make payment online at www.ddmga.org – choose “make a donation” and select “Opening New Worlds” under gift categories.

Mail registration with payment to:  DDM, Attention Anne Henderson, 6320 Amherst Court, Norcross, GA  30092.


Will you need:
_____People care….how many____  (children or adults with special needs)
_____Mobility assistance
_____Sign language
_____Guide dog care
_____Note-taking assistance
_____Other assistance…explain______________________________________________

Check your selections below:

Friday, April 13				
____Preconference			
____Lunch	

1:45 pm – 3:15 pm Workshops (check one)
____1.  Spiritual Concepts for People with Autism 
____2.  Starting a Special Needs Ministry in your Church 
____3.  A Tutorial for Helping Children with Various Behaviors 			
____4.  Healthy Sibling/Family Relationships 

3:45 pm – 5:15 pm Workshops (check one)
____5. Health Issues for People with Developmental Disabilities 
____6.  Navigating the State System 
____7.  Respite Care Toolbox
____8.  Planning for the Future for your Dependent with Special Needs

____Banquet and Evening Program

Saturday, April 14

____Devotion

9:15 am – 10:45 am Workshops (check one)
____1.  Spiritual Concepts for People with Autism 
____2.  Starting a Special Needs Ministry in your Church 
____3.  A Tutorial for Helping Children with Various Behaviors 			
____4.  Healthy Sibling/Family Relationships 

11:00 am – 12:00 pm  Workshops (check one)
____5. Health Issues for People with Developmental Disabilities 
____6.  Navigating the State System 
____7.  Respite Care Toolbox
____8.  Planning for the Future for your Dependent with Special Needs

____Lunch and Closing Session

Wesley Glen Ministries is located at 4580 North Mumford Road, 
Macon, GA  31210 ((478) 471-3711)
   Signs will direct you to the Life Skills Center.

Directions to Wesley Glen Ministries:  

From Atlanta: Take I-75 South through downtown Atlanta, about 70 miles. Get off at I-475 South, exit 177 (toward Valdosta) and take exit 9, Zebulon Road. turn left at the light onto Zebulon Road, continue past Chick Fil-A. Make a right turn at the light onto Foster Road, go about 1.3 miles on Foster Road until it ends at the light. Turn left onto Tucker Road, after 1 mile, turn right at the light onto Idleway Drive and make the next (short distance) right turn onto North Mumford Road. After 1.4 miles, you will pass the Georgia Children's Industrial Home campus, and Wesley Glen Ministries is around the curve on the right. 

From South of Macon: Take I-75 north. Take I-475 north via exit 156. take the US-80, exit 3 towards Macon/Roberta. Turn right off the exit onto us-80 E/Ga 22 E (Eisenhower Parkway). Go 1 mile, turning left at the light onto Log Cabin Drive.  Take Log Cabin drive (about 1 1/2 miles) to Hollingsworth Road on left. Turn left onto Hollingsworth Road and after 0.8 miles turn left onto Mumford Road. Wesley Glen Ministries is 1/2 mile on left.

[image: http://new.wesleyglenministries.com/wp-content/uploads/2011/11/mapdrawinglrg.jpg]









Overnight Accommodations

[image: C:\Documents and Settings\chumphrey\My Documents\My Pictures\GA624A1.jpg]	 The 2012 Opening New Worlds Conference “preferred” hotel is Comfort Suites.  Call for preferred conference rates.  Comfort Suites are located at 120 Plantation Inn Drive, Macon, GA 31210.  Phone: (478) 314-5130



Directions to Hotel:  From Atlanta and points North: Follow I-75 South to I-475 South (Macon Bypass) to exit 9 (Zebulon Road), turn left off exit and take a right on Peake Road, then right on Plantation Inn Road. From points South: Follow I-75 North to I-475 North (Macon Bypass) to exit 9 (Zebulon Road) and turn right off exit then right on Peake Road and right on Plantation Inn Road. 

***************************************************




Nominate a Church Special Needs Teacher/Leader
For the Mary Frances Duren Teacher of the Year Award!

This award will be presented at the annual DDM Opening New Worlds Conference to a special needs teacher/leader in a church who teaches people with disabilities and/or was instrumental in leading the church to provide ministries to those with special needs.  The nominee must have at least three years of experience in this ministry.

It is not necessary for nominees to have received training as special education teachers in the school system.  This award is designed to recognize a volunteer in a church who has a heart for helping people with special needs.    

Nominations can be made by the church pastor or minister of education and must include a letter of recommendation from a parent.  

Nominations should include the following information about the teacher:
His/her Christian calling and heart for this kind of ministry
Special needs church ministries he/she has helped to start
Example of how teacher has helped to make a difference in the lives of a family/child

Nominations will be accepted through March 30, 2012.  Nominations will be coded in such a way that judges do not know the nominee’s name or church name until after a decision has been reached.  A response will be sent to all who submit a nomination.  

Judges will include representatives from Wesley Glen Ministries and Developmental Disabilities Ministries administration. 

Send nominations to:
Developmental Disabilities Ministries, Inc.
ATTN:  Church and Community Services Department
6320 Amherst Court, Norcross, GA  30092
Questions?  Please call DDM Church Services at 1-888-340-5820.

[image: ]Mary Frances Duren is a pioneer in special needs ministry in Georgia and has helped numerous churches begin ministries while serving in her own church.  She was inspired to serve people with special needs because of her devotion to her late sister, Martha Duren.  She is pictured at left presenting the 2011 Award to Amy Ambrose of Rincon First Baptist Church.



Become a Conference Sponsor!
Your sponsorship can help a family, individual, or church find hope and help!
Platinum Sponsors $5,000:  receive publicity in conference publications, 6 conference registrations and exhibit space.
Golden Sponsors $1,000:   receive publicity in conference publications, 4 conference registrations and exhibit space.
Silver Sponsors $500:  receive publicity in conference publications, 3 conference registrations and exhibit space. 
Bronze Sponsors $250:  receive publicity in conference publications, 2 conference registrations and exhibit space.
Church Sponsors $100:  listed in conference program and receive 2 conference registrations plus option of adding more registrants for discounted rate of $50 each.


[image: ]Developmental Disabilities Ministries
Helping Others Help Themselves
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